
U.S. MILITARY 
ENTRANCE OPTIONS 

ENLISTMENT VS. OFFICER 
The US Army states, “Enlisted Soldiers are the backbone of the Army. They have specific specialties within an Army 
unit. Officers act as managers to those Soldiers. They plan missions, give orders, and assign Soldiers to tasks.” Enlisted 
soldiers may join at any time while officers typically enter the military after completing a college degree. 

STEPS TO RECRUITMENT 
1. ASVAB – one of the first things a recruiter will ask you is if you’ve completed the Armed Services Vocational 

Aptitude Battery (ASVAB). The ASVAB is a timed multi-aptitude test, which is given at over 14,000 schools (10-
12th grades only) and at MEPS nationwide. Your scores in four critical areas -- Arithmetic Reasoning, Word 
Knowledge, Paragraph Comprehension and Mathematics Knowledge (see below) -- count towards your Armed 
Forces Qualifying Test (AFQT) score. The AFQT score determines whether you're qualified to enlist in the U.S. 
military. Your scores in the other areas of the ASVAB will determine how qualified you are for certain military 
occupational specialties and Enlistment Bonuses. A high score will improve your chances of getting the 
specialty/job and signing bonus you want. PATHS attempts to have 1 administration per semester. See Mrs. 
Crotty for details. 

2. Meet with a recruiter - Recruiters are honest, well-trained, committed professionals. Meeting a recruiter should 
be an informative, stress-free experience. Recruiters will often visit the school to meet students. You can also 
locate a recruiter’s local office by visiting the recruitment websites for more information. See Mrs. Crotty for our 
schools assigned recruiter information. 

3. Maintain contact with your recruiter – Once you complete your first few steps to enlistment, you’ll be keeping in 
contact with your recruiter. You’ll have a few different meetings to review job prospects, conduct needed 
interviews, and obtain specific information, and your recruiter might even want to meet and talk to your 
parents. Remember to ASK QUESTIONS, you can’t sign up now and ask questions later! 

4. After showing you’re interest, giving needed info and discussing a commitment to enlisting, you’ll be sent to the 
Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS). There are over 60 stations in the U.S. and the enlistment process 
can take several days. It can include the following: 

• ASVAB testing 
• Career Counseling 
• Physical Examinations 
• Background Screening 
• Oath of Enlistment 

5. You-re in! Following the Oath, an applicant is now a full member of the U.S. Military. At this point, most high 
school students enroll in the Delayed Entry (or Enlistment) Program (DEP) and undergo training at a future time.   
The recruit comes home, completes high school and is shipped out for Basic Training at a later date.  
 Remember to bring your Enlistment Contract to Mrs. Crotty as it will serve as your post-secondary plan 

“acceptance.” 

For more information on the enlistment process, military careers, 
and other topics, visit todaysmilitary.com 
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